Scholarly Journals vs. Popular Magazines
California State University, Fullerton Pollak Library 
The following table provides some general guidelines to consider when determining if a publication is scholarly.  Not all publications will have these characteristics. 
Note:  Articles submitted to some scholarly journals are peer-reviewed, which means the articles are reviewed by other experts/scholars in the field.  These journals may be called refereed journals.
	
	SCHOLARLY JOURNAL
	POPULAR MAGAZINE

	ADVERTISING
	Few or no advertisements
	Extensive advertising 

	AUDIENCE
	Specialized; scholars, researchers, and students
	General; broad-based

	AUTHOR
	Scholars in the field, often have university affiliation
	Staff and freelance writers

	BIBLIOGRAPHY
	Yes.  May be titled “References” or “Works Cites.” May have footnotes.
	No 

	LANGUAGE/TONE
	Academic, research-oriented, scientific
	Simple language

	LENGTH OF ARTICLE
	Often 10+ pages
	Varies; often short (1-2 pages)

	OVERALL APPEARANCE
	· Few or no pictures
· Primarily text

· Few colors; often gray, black, & white

· Graphs/charts
	· Extensive pictures
· Glossy

· Colorful

	PUBLISHER
	University or professional organization
	For-profit, commercial

	STRUCTURE OF ARTICLE
	· Highly structured
· Often includes abstracts
· May include section headings (Examples: Literature Review, Discussion, Methodology, Results, Conclusion)
	· No standard structure
· Sections headings are not standardized, but usually refer to the article

	EXAMPLES
	· Journal of Molecular Biology
· Shakespeare Quarterly

· Harvard Business Review

· American Art Journal

Scholarly journals are usually only available through libraries or professional organization memberships.
	· Time
· Newsweek
· Discover
· Sports Illustrated
· Reader’s Digest
· Rolling Stone

Most magazines available in bookstores and supermarkets are popular.  
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