
Using Chemical Abstracts  to Find Articles  
 
What is Chemical Abstracts ?   

A comprehensive index to international literature in chemistry from 1907 to the present. 
Identifies articles, patents, books, etc. 
Covers all aspects of chemistry. 
Published by Chemical Abstracts Service (CAS), a division of the American Chemical Society 

 
The index is available in many versions (each version includes the same content, but may offer 
different search capabilities).   
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Versions available at CSUF:  
Paper copy:   
1916-1995 
in the Reference collection at QD1 .A51 
Electronic:  SciFinder Scholar . 
(Transition Period:  2 versions available) 
1907-present.   
NOTE:  Due to the high cost of this database 
only one person at CSUF can use it at a time.  
One version available only from specific 
computers:  behind the Pollak Library 
Reference Desk or in the Chemistry 
Department computer labs.  Another version 
requires registration. 



Using Chemical Abstracts  in Paper to Find Articles  

Search Example:   
find a method to analyze a brewed coffee sample for 
caffeine content. 

 
 
�+�H�U�H�¶�V���K�R�Z���Z�H���Z�R�X�O�G���I�L�Q�G���D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V���W�R���K�H�O�S�«�� 
 
 
First, determine which terms to use.   
 
From the keyword exercise we found terms like: 

caffeine 
coffee, tea, beverages 
analysis, determination, quantification 

 
With a paper index we need to pick 1 entry point, we will 
use the chemical substance since it provides the most 
unique entry point. 

�:�H�¶�O�O���X�V�H���W�K�U�H�H���Y�R�O�X�P�H�V���R�I��Chemical Abstracts 
(CA) plus resources from the Pollak Library web 
pages to find an article. 
 
Steps: 
 
1. CA Index Guide:   

To find out what term to search. 
2. CA Chemical Substances Index:   

To identify likely articles. 
3. CA Abstracts Volumes:   

To look at the citation and abstract. 
4. Find Journals by Title:   

To see if CSUF owns the articles. 
5. ILLiad Interlibrary Loan:   

To request needed articles that we do not have 
(if necessary). 
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