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If you find an article on your topic, one method for finding additional information on the same topic is to look at 
the references identified in that article.  These references are related to the topic of the articleðthey are 
works that the author(s) found valuable in completing their research.  The articles discovered through 
following these references are necessarily older than the article you start from.  What if you want to find more 
recent information? 
 
Keyword searching is one method, but you can also find more recent articles using a known article as a 
starting point and looking at citation patterns (what we are really looking at when we follow the references in 
one article to find others).  One half of the citation pattern is to look at connections with older articles 
referenced, the other half is to look at more recent articles that cite the useful article.  To accomplish this, we 
can do what is called ñCited Reference Searchingò in the Science Citation Index.  We find the Science 
Citation Index as one of the databases available in Web of Science.  (Note:  Web of Science may also be 
used for keyword searching through its ñgeneral searchò function.) 

As an example, we will use the following article 
by CSUF professor Fu-Ming Tao and his research partners: 

A few important notes:  
Citation searching uses the FIRST author, source (journal titleðalthough using the journal title to search 
can be problematic because of inconsistent abbreviations in the database), and publication date of the 
cited work. 
In this case, the date of this article is at top of the page in the citation information:  J. Phys. Chem. A 1999, 
103, 7719-7724.  Donôt use the ñreceivedò or ñfinal formò dates (in some cases these will differ from the 
publication date). 
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Starting with Taoôs article, letôs look to see if any other authors have cited this oneðto see if any other 
authors have used this one to support their work.  If so, those articles may be of interest to a researcher 
interested in Taoôs article.  To find Web of Science: 

1. Start at the Library home page. 

2. Choose either link to ñFind 

Databases.ò 

3. Choose ñChemistryò under ñBy 

Subject.ò 

4. Pick Web of Science database. 
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