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                                                     “Finding Information on Country-Specific EFL Conditions”
                                  John Hickok

                              TESOL Librarian

                                                                   Library-447, x4394, jhickok@fullerton.edu

LIBRARY PRINT MATERIALS
The Library has some printed books/guides on EFL conditions abroad...but they are not up-to-date.  For example:

1. Teaching English abroad: talk your way around the world!  REF  PE1128.A2 G695 2001  

2. Teaching English overseas: a job guide for Americans and Canadians  PE1128.A2 M634 2000

3. Teaching English: South-East Asia  PE1068.A7 O88 1997

4. Teaching English in Asia: finding a job and doing it well  PE1128.A2 V34 1995

5. Teaching English in Japan  PE68.J3 O84 1994 

6. International Encyclopedia of Education" REF LB15 .I569 1994

Why not anything newer?  The library has not put a high priority on buying "EFL conditions abroad" -type books because they go out of date so fast.  Conditions change so quickly.   Currently, there are some newer EFL abroad-type books available, and these can be requested by Interlibrary Loan (http://www.library.fullerton.edu/illiad/MyILLiad.aspx).   Some examples:

1. Teaching English Abroad: A Fresh and Fully Up-to-Date Guide to Teaching English Around the World (2009)

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_ss_gw?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=1854584405+
2. Opportunities in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (2007)

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_ss_gw?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=0071476105+
LIBRARY DATABASES
Library databases will be of limited help for this assignment.  ERIC may yield some articles discussing conditions in a specific country.  For example, this article was found: "English Language Learning and Education Policy in Chile: Can English Really Open Doors for All?"  Asia Pacific Journal of Education, v28 n2 p131-147 Jun 2008. 17 p.  But finding articles like this is a bit hit-&-miss.  Most articles in ERIC are classroom/research based, not encyclopedic overviews of the EFL employment conditions of a country.   Another library database that might help is: GLOBAL ROAD WARRIOR which describes the general conditions (economic, educational, visa requirements, etc.) of all worldwide countries, but it does NOT go into the EFL specificity; i.e., the governmental educational policy of English, the minimum expectations of English teachers, etc.  Global Road Warrior can be accessed here: http://www.library.fullerton.edu/php/dbAZ5.php
INTERNET
The books & databases noted above can yield some "initial" info, but really, this assignment requires using the Internet

1. COUNTRY-SPECIFIC TESOL ASSOCIATION SITES

These sites may offer info on the EFL conditions in their countries.  For example, Thailand = www.thaitesol.org . A complete list of all country-specific TESOL association sites is here: http://www.tesol.org/s_tesol/seccss.asp?CID=420&DID=2048 . There is no guarantee these sites will give you everything you need (you may just have articles and pedagogical info), but they are worth checking.

2. COUNTRY-SPECIFIC MINISTRY OF EDUCATION SITES

Because English is an international language, some countries' Ministries of Education web-sites are in English.  And they sometimes list info related to learning English.  For example, at Japan's MOE site, they list goals, programs, etc. (in English) for elementary & secondary education: http://www.mext.go.jp/english/shotou/index.htm   A complete list of all worldwide Ministries of Education is here: http://www.world-education-database.org/Ministries.htm (Warning: not all MOE sites are in English)

3. COMMERCIAL EFL RECRUITER/EMPLOYER SITES

At some of these sites, they discuss job conditions, standards, pay, etc.  However, these sites come with the risk of inaccuracy.  They don't typically list their sources (Ministry of Education?  Or just their own anecdotal estimates?) so admittedly, info from these sites may not be reliable.  An example of one, profiling Vietnam, is here: http://www.tesolonline.com/jobs/vietnam.php  Here are lists of other, similar recruiter/employer sites: 

http://www.google.com/Top/Arts/Education/Language_Arts/English/English_as_a_Second_Language/Employment/Recruiters_and_Consultants/
http://www.google.com/Top/Arts/Education/Language_Arts/English/English_as_a_Second_Language/Employment/Asia/
http://dir.yahoo.com/Business_and_Economy/Business_to_Business/Corporate_Services/Human_Resources/Recruiting_and_Placement/Career_Fields/Education/Teaching_English_as_a_Second_Foreign_Language/
4. EXPATRIATE SITES

Although expatriate websites are hardly considered reliable (biased/anecdotal/unscientific), they sometimes focus exactly on EFL matters.  A well-known expat site is http://www.transitionsabroad.com/listings/living/living_abroad/living_abroad_by_country.shtml and once there, you can choose a specific country and zero-in on info about EFL teaching.  For example, narrowing down to Thailand, I found this page of interesting (albeit anecdotal) info: http://www.transitionsabroad.com/publications/magazine/0505/teaching_english_in_thailand_a_day_in_the_life.shtml  Here are lists of other expat sites around the world:

http://www.google.com/Top/Society/People/Expatriates/?il=1
http://dir.yahoo.com/Society_and_Culture/Cultures_and_Groups/Expatriates/By_Nationality/American__U_S__/
5. EDUCATIONAL/ESL STATISTICS SITES

Country-specific educational statistics can be found at various sites.  Although there is no guarantee of zero-ing in on just ESL/EFL statistics, these sites might still be useful to consult.  For example: A list of worldwide government educational statistics sites is here: http://www.library.fullerton.edu/php/dbAZ5.php ; the United Nations' UNESCO site on educational statistics is here: http://stats.uis.unesco.org/unesco/TableViewer/document.aspx?ReportId=198&IF_Language=eng ; The British Council's 2006 statistics (report) on worldwide English is here: http://www.britishcouncil.org/learning-research-englishnext.htm




































