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                                                               “Acquiring, Implementing, & Evaluating

           TESOL materials (both print & online)”                        
                                       John Hickok

                                   TESOL Librarian

                                                                    Library-447, x4394, jhickok@fullerton.edu

1.  Acquiring TESOL Materials

A.  PURCHASABLE MATERIALS
1. Consult TESOL vendor catalogs.  There are both direct vendors, who produce/sell their own material (e.g. Cambridge, Oxford, etc.), as well as brokers, who sell many vendors’ products (e.g. Alta, Delta, etc.)  You can call and request their printed catalogs, or, most of them have their catalogs online.  A list of TESOL vendors & brokers is at the CSUF TESOL Library Guide: http://guides.library.fullerton.edu/tesol/.
      (NOTE:  understandably, your ability to afford commercial materials will depend on you 
       or your institution’s budget.)
B.  FREE MATERIALS
1. Borrow materials from libraries.  While a student, you have access to a wide variety of items in the CSUF library.  After graduation, take advantage of public libraries (larger metropolitan ones); they can often have impressive ESL collections depending on the demographics of the city.
2. Get free materials from organizations and educational clearinghouses that specifically lend or give out materials.  This is one of the best-kept secrets in education!  In the library, we keep directories of these organizations/clearinghouses.   For example:

3.  Get free materials from Web sites.    The Web is increasingly becoming a place to 
download free materials to supplement your lessons (activities, worksheets, quizzes, 
etc.   However, CAUTION:  You can waste valuable time hunting through hundreds of random ESL websites.  Search smart!  Start with “Webliographies”—lists of  recommended and annotated Web sites by those in the field.   Examples:     
· CATESOL:  http://www.catesol.org/
· CSUF TESOL Library Guide: http://guides.library.fullerton.edu/tesol/
· Dave Sperling’s ESL Café: http://www.eslcafe.com
2.  Implementing TESOL Materials

Just because you have good textbooks or nifty instructional aids doesn’t automatically guarantee good teaching.   Books and materials can’t replace a live, inspiring teacher…they are only tools.   So how do you best implement them?   By planning organized lesson plans.

A.  Consult Lesson planning guides and manuals
 There are several general lesson planning guides in the LB 1027 section of the Curriculum 
 Materials Center (4th floor) of the Library.  Also, the PE 1128 section—both curriculum guides     and textbooks— have many sample lesson plans.    Two notable TESOL lesson planning 
 books are:


B. Employ instructional aids according to your students’ needs
Effective teachers know is that there is no “cookie-cutter” approach to instruction.  Vendors may pitch their products as “the best way for all students to learn English”, but in fact, they may not meet your students’ needs at all.   Effective teachers are eclectic—they employ a variety of instructional aids according to the needs of their students.  Yet they do not use aids as crutches—meaning, substituting them for a fully planned lesson.
Some examples of effective uses:
· showing clips of a video for class discussion   (collegiate level)

· passing around realia objects  (new L2 learners)

· photocopying picture-vocabular-matching worksheets (elementary/secondary level)

Some ineffective uses:
· Playing an entire movie with little interaction/discussion (=passive learning)
· Giving a crossword puzzle without reviewing it first (= could be inappropriate level)

· Assigning a “drill & kill” worksheet at a Website (= boring, no context; not utilizing technology)
3.  Evaluating TESOL Materials

Actually, this 3rd step should probably be ranked as the 2nd step.   You wouldn’t just blindly order materials from a catalog without critically reviewing them first.  They may not be as useful to you as you anticipated.   So how do you evaluate TESOL materials?   Several ways:
A. Reviews in TESOL literature

TESOL-related journals, magazines, & newsletters review curriculum materials—everything from textbooks to software.   Unfortunately, these reviews are not considered “articles” by major databases (like ERIC), and therefore are typically not included.  For example, if you wanted a review of the activity book Talk-A-Tivities by Richard Yorkey, (1985), you wouldn’t find one in ERIC.  So how you find reviews?   Manually, by browsing through issues of periodicals.   A few sample TESOL periodicals that have regular reviews:
· TESOL Quarterly

(    ESL Magazine
· CATESOL Quarterly
(   CALICO Journal
· CATESOL News (newsletter)
B. Reviews in Educational literature

Reviews of curriculum materials can also be found in other, Education journals & magazines.  

· Childhood Education
  (    Language Arts
  (    The Reading Teacher
· Educational Leadership   (    Media & Methods    (    Teaching Exceptional  Children

· Instructor

  (    Phi Delta Kappa      (    Young Children
C. Reviews at Web sites
There are several .org and .edu sites that review curriculum materials.  Some .com sites do too, but these must be scrutinized a bit more for bias ( i.e., anonymous reviews, or “reviews” self-provided by the publishers).  A few examples: 

· www.evalutech.sreb.org  (   www.amazon.com    (    http://www-writing.berkeley.edu/tesl-ej/



























The Elements of Language Curriculum (1995), James D. Brown





Course Design: Developing programs & materials for language learning
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Elementary teachers' guide to free curriculum materials 
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